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Attack at C-1
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Leaves naphthalene Tntact

Loss of RE=84-61=23 kcal
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Leaves o_ benzene intact
oss of RE=84-72 =12 kcal

The attack at 1-. 2- position forms a carbocation having a naphthalene moiety whereas attack
at 9-position forms a carbocation with two benzene rings. The resonance stabilization in the
latter will be more since the total resonance energy of two benzene rings is greater than that

of a naphthalene molecule.
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