|. AGRICULTURE

Land Reforms [Institutional Reforms]
Land reforms or institutional reforms aimed at reducing inequality in
Indian agriculture, and included the following actions by the government:

(1) Abolition of Intermediaries: Intermediaries (between the state

and the actual tiller of the soil), popularly known as zamindars
were abolished. Ownership rights were given to those who actually
cultivated (or tilled) the soil. As a result, the government intended

to achieve two objectives:
| {i) Stop exploitation of the cultivators by the zamindars.
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(2) Use of Chemical Fertilizers: Use of HYV Seeds-“m. 4
fertilisers. As the use of HYV increased, so di dthequlresthe
fertilisers. The estimates of Fertﬂiser ASSOCiatxon Qf_ use‘()fc

almost 272.28 lakh tonnes of chemical fertili
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(4) Expansion of Irrigation Facilities: HYV seeds need to be
irrigated.

deeply

To cope with the need, several major and minor irrigation Projects
were launched across different parts of the country. It is significyy;
that while in 1951, barely 17 per cent of land was under permanent

means of irrigation, it increased to nearly 45 per cent during the |
plan period. ; :

Two Distinct Phases of Green Revolution

Phase 1: Mid-60s—Mid-70s

During this phase, scope of Green Revolution was restricted largely to
wheat and rice growing regions of the country. These included the states
of Punjab, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, This is because the HYV
seeds require regular supply of water in addition to the use of fertilisers
and pesticides in correct proportion. In the first phase, only the farmers -_
who had financial resources to purchase the inputs were able to reap the
benefits and therefore, the revolution was restricted to affluent areas of
4 _:"_'th_e COURERy: /o CRETE g

During this phase, the impact of Green Revolution became widespread

covering most areas fthecountry and larger number of crc
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 Indian agriculture,

Substantial Rise in Acreage (Area under Cultivation): HYV
~ technology has significantly reduced the time lag between sowing
and harvesting of crops.

Use of chemical fertilizers has eliminated the need for fallowing,
Accordingly, double cropping has become possible. This has led to a
~ substantial rise in gross area under cultivation.

-~ In1950-51, gross area under cultivation was 13 crore hectare which
now has shot up to 19 crore hectare.
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Marketable Surplus v s
Q It refers to surplus of farmer’s output over and above his
Marketable Surplus of Wheat = Output of wheat -0 rma

; consumption of wheat by

This surplus is available to the farmer for sale in the marke

0 By selling the marketable surplus he gets cash. He can use this
further production and also to buy consumer goods for

(4) Change in Farmers’ Outlook: Commercia]jsal‘_i X
has caused a change in outlook of the farmers, q,
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viewed as a source of subsistence; it is considered 4 , C’anlo%

venture as well. i g 4

(5) Self-sufficiency in Food Grain Production anq B“ﬂfer‘ H;
The concept of buffer Increase in crop production (on account of increase‘in : : S
T and inctase i productiviy) led o selfsuffceny g8
Five Year Plan. It refers to production. Spurt in production led to a fall in Market i
SECoEod  food grains Accondingly even poore sections fthe g
emergencies. Government comfortably fulfil their subsistence needs. Food grain ,Pl‘oducﬁ:
sggs ffr?oigtg'r';iggfgf increased so substantially that it enabled the governmep; & “
® release food grains buffer stocks. These stocks are used to meet demand during lﬂn
through Public seasons of farm supplies. b e
Distribution System. s :
= L"n‘f,ii.iﬁ‘f{.ii'éfzp - Gains of Green Revolution: Significant but not Sufficien;
failure, or a natural 3
disaster. : Or

Limitations of Green Revolution ;
Following observations highlight the limitations (failures) of ‘Greehi
Revolution in India: : L

(1) Limited Crops: Revolutionary rise in output (due to grﬂeﬂ
revolution) was confined mainly to the production of‘f(‘):odf.graim :
(wheat and rice). There has been no similar rise in the ) roduction

of pulses and commercial crops like jute, cotton, tea,etc i

(2) Un-even Spread: Spread of Green Revolution Wasl':;vbf*
across all regions. In states like Punjab, Haryana, Mahar

- and Tamil Nadu, it made a remarkabje itnpaet Il

. UP,Blhal'a Madhya Pradesh and Odisha, its ir"np'a’cf
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1) Tumited Barmming Population: The bulk of fhe fases
e Indla C(??lgists of small and e farmer.
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