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What is an insect?



What are  dipterans?
Dipteran, (order Diptera), any member of an order of
insects containing the two-winged or so-called true flies.

One of the largest insect orders, it numbers more than
125,000 species that are relatively small, with soft bodies.

Flies are beneficial, too, functioning as scavengers,
predators, or parasites of certain insect pests, as pollinators
of plants, and as destroyers of weeds noxious to humans.

Adults feed on plant or animal juices or other insects.

Diptera falls into three large groups: Nematocera (e.g., crane
flies, midges, gnats, mosquitoes), Brachycera (e.g., horse
flies, robber flies, bee flies), and Cyclorrhapha (e.g., flies that
breed in vegetable or animal material, both living and dead).

https://www.britannica.com/animal/insect
https://www.britannica.com/animal/fly-insect
https://www.britannica.com/animal/insect
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/beneficial
https://www.britannica.com/plant/weed
https://www.britannica.com/animal/Nematocera
https://www.britannica.com/animal/crane-fly
https://www.britannica.com/animal/midge
https://www.britannica.com/animal/gnat
https://www.britannica.com/animal/mosquito-insect
https://www.britannica.com/animal/Brachycera
https://www.britannica.com/animal/horse-fly
https://www.britannica.com/animal/robber-fly
https://www.britannica.com/animal/bee-fly
https://www.britannica.com/animal/Cyclorrhapha
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Sand fly adults are small flies – only about
3 mm long – and are golden, brownish or
gray colored. 

They have long, piercing mouthparts that
are well adapted for sucking blood from
their selected host. 

Sand flies hold their hairy-looking wings in
a vertical V-shape when at rest, a
characteristic that distinguishes them
from some other small flies. 

Also, the six legs on the adults are
extremely long, being longer than the
insect’s body.








