- SECTION 2

Foreign Policy of Warren Hastings

_ Warren Hastings had to face so many internal difficulties but his external
difficulties were also not less embarassing. The administration of Bengal was
completely paralysed. The treasury of the Company was totally exhausted,
there was a hostile Council to oppose him in every sphere but over and above
he had to face many powerful and hostile powers. The Marathas had greatly
regained their power since their defeat in the Third Battle of Panipat. The
Mughal Emperor, Shah Alam had also left the English and went to the Maratha
side. Haider Ali was also planning a revenge on the English because they had
failed to help him according to their promise when the Marathas attacked him
in 1771 A.D. The Nawab of Hyderabad was also hostile to the English.
"Moreover. no help could be received from home because _Engta;nd was at that
time engaged in a life and death struggle against her American Colonies. Thus
the Company’s condition was a critical one. In such @'stare of affairs all that
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, upheld the Treaty of Surat so the
Th oba and the war had to be continued.
¢ Marathas mustered a strong army and gave a crushing

Fj“BIISh near Wargaon and forced them to sign a humiliating treaty. The Eng-
lish ggreec:l o surrender Raghoba and restored all the territories which thfy
?‘Cqulred since 1773. Such a humiliating treaty was too much for Warren Hast-
Ings and so he refused to accept it. He sent two armies from Bengal, one under
General Goddard towards Poona and the other under Major Popham towards
Gwalior against Mahadaji Scindhia. Goddard captured Ahmedabad (1780),
overran Gujarat and won over the Gaekwar of Baroda to his side. In the mean-
time the crafty Nana Farnavis formed a confederacy with the Nizam and Haider
Ali and when Goddard marched towards Poona they gave him a crushing
defeat and forced him to retreat. But his disaster was somewhat counter bal-
anced by Captain Popham who captured Gwalior and harassed Scindhia so
much that he agreed to bring about a treaty between the English and the Pcshwfﬂ.
As a result of his efforts the Treaty of Salbai was signed between the English
and Peshwa in 1782 and thus ended the First Maratha War.
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