Assam is situated in the North Eastern Region of India. The state
spreads over an area is 78438 8q. km making it the 16% largest state in the
country in terms of area (2.4 per cent). Agriculture is an important sector
forming the back-bone of Assam economy. It provides livelihood to more
than two-third of the of the state's population. The net cultivated area of
the state was 28.11 lakh hectares in 2011-12. As per the Agricultural
Census, Assam, 2010-11, the average operational holding is 1.10 hectare
and more than 85 per cent of the farmers are small and marginal farmers.

Role of Agriculture in Assam Economy:

Assam heavily depends on agriculture in terms of contribution to state
income,.employment generation etc. Agriculture is also an important source
of export and revenue earning. Role of agriculture in Assam economy is
discussed below:

Contribution to State Income: There has been significant contribution
of agriculture and allied sectors to the state income. It contributed 52.2 per
cent to state income in 1950-51. With gradual development of industries
and tertiary sector its contribution has declined. The contribution declined
to44.2 per cent in 1980-81, then to 20.78 per cent in 2006-07 and to 18.4 per
centin 2010-11. Table 2.1 reveals that contribution of agriculture to Gross
State Domestic Product has declined in recent years.
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Agriculture is an important source of foog "

Source of Food Supply: ‘
supply. Production of foodgrain in the state was 16.79 lakh tonnes i |
1960-61 which rose to 52.79 lakh tonnes in 2012-13. However, insufficient"

irrigation support, natural calamities and inconsistent weather are somef

impediments in the way of attaining self sufficiency in food productie :

Role in Industrial Development: Agriculture provides raw material®
to various industries and thus helps in industrial development in
state. Tea industry, jute industry, sugar industry, paper industry getthe:
raw material from agriculture. ;

Foreign Trade: Agriculture helps to promote and expand domesticas |
well as international trade. Agricultural produce of Assam such as tea, |
ginger, rice, wheat, maize, cereals, pulses, fruits etc. are getting tremendous
popularity in the domestic and international market.

Employment Generation: Assam being an agrarian state agriﬂﬂt“re
plays a significant role in employment generation. Agriculture occupies
an impqrtant place in the economy of Assam and it is the main source o
occupation in the state. As per 2001 census there are 9538591 labours in
the state out of which 74.58 per cent labour engage in agricultural activity:

On the .other Dhand in 2011 out of total 10969690 labours 72.58 pe! cert
engage in agriculture,

Reve_nue E_amlmg: One of the important sources of public revenue of
the state is agricu tu.re. Assam government earns huge amount of lan
revenue from the agriculture land particularly tea garden and other crop?
]and as a whole. &
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