Chapter X

CONQUEST OF BENGAL AND
ROBERT CLIVE

SECTION 1

The Battle of Plassey, 1757

After the death of Aurangzeb (1707) there was confusion and disorder
everywhere. Taking the advantage of such a state of affairs, Ali Vardi Khﬂl’lh
the Mughal Governor of Bengal declared his
independence in 1741 during the reign of
Muhammad Shah Rangila. He ruled Bengal
for some time with uncommon ability. In
1756, he, however, died and was succeeded
by his grandson (daughter’s son) Siraj-ud-
Daulah, a youngman of 21 Soon after his

succession to the throne he came into conflict
with the English due to various causes.

1. Causes and Circumstances
to the Battle of Plassey.

(1) Fortifications In
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pectation that war
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Siraj-ud-Daulah forbade them to do so, the Frenc . \rhos
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blankly refused and sent an arrogant reply. ut the English

(2) Misuse of C'ammcrflal Prf?ilcgem In 1717, the Mughal E
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English prisoners very badly.

About 146 of them were thrown in a small room so much so that 123 of them

died due to suffocation. But most of the modern historians believe this Black-

hole_ Tragedy is a concocted story and nothing else. The whole thing was
fabricated only to blame the new Nawab. ;

When the news of the Capture of Calcutta reached Madras, Clive (the
hero of the Arcot siege) and Admiral Watson were dispatched to recapture it.
They at once appeared in Bengal and recaptured Calcutta (on Jan uary 2, 1757).
As both the sides were not yet prepared to oppose each other openly. 1 treaty
was signed between them (in February, 1757) by which both the sides offered
to help each other. The trading privileges of the English were restored and

they were allowed to fortify Calcutta.
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miles north of Calcutta. At first, Clive was hesitant for an immediate action
but a letter from the traitor. Mir Jafar assuring him of his help, prompted him
to give a fight.

2. The Battle of Plassey, 23rd June, 1757 Thus was fou ght the famous
Battle of Plassey on 23rd June, 1757, between the English on the one side and
Siraj-ud-Daulah, the Nawab of Bengal, on the other. The British artiller
attacked the Indians but a large portion of the Nawab’s army under Mir Jafar
and Rai Durlabh (another traitor) remained quite inactive. A few French officers
and soldiers in the Nawab's army, however. offered a little resistance but
soon it was over. When Siraj-ud-Daulah. who was barely a lad of 21 came to
know that he had been completely betrayed by his own generals, he simply
lost his nerves and fled. Thus, Battle of Plassey was lost. On]y 23 men were
killed on the English side and the Indian army lost 500. Sirai-Ld-Daulah was
soon caught and Mir Jafar’s son Miran, got him murdered. Thus the E ‘

won the battle neither through their own valour nor by the superb “enc;-:ii I ': 5.:;
-

of Clive, but due to the treachery of Nawab's own officers.

3. Results and Importance—The Battle of p E

most decisive battles of the Indian history, not beca:::e :n;ﬂ?:; am-‘:)l?g the
were shown in the battle but because it produced far-reaching of :, 011 valour
made the English masters of Bengal from where they Wer-mi 3 ects. (1) It
India within the next hundred years. In fact. it Provided them withe [ of
the conquest of India. (2) Mir Jafar was made the e, Nawah the key o
place of Siraj-ud-Daulah who was caught and murdereq soon g ¥
of Plassey. (3) Mir Jafar got the Nawabship of Bengaj through treach
s very fact adversely affected the administration of thyy i g l.i_-ry and

ppeare | on the soil and treachery prevailed everywhere, (4) e Oyalty
got huge sums from the new Nawab. It is estimated thay yj,e Engl; ¢ English
~ about thr f#ﬁ upe gains
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